Use of wireless capsule endoscopy in the management of severe Henoch-Schonlein purpura.
Henoch-Schonlein purpura is a multisystem vasculitis that primarily affects children. Characteristic symptoms include purpura of the lower extremities and buttocks, abdominal pain, arthralgias, and hematuria. Gastrointestinal bleeding occurs in approximately 50% of children and, although often self-limiting, can be significant. Wireless capsule endoscopy has been found to be safe and effective for children over 10 years of age. It is now the preferred imaging modality for evaluating gastrointestinal bleeding from the small intestine. Here we report an unusual case of chronic Henoch-Schonlein purpura vasculitis, primarily affecting the gastrointestinal tract, in which wireless capsule endoscopy was helpful in evaluating and directing treatment options.